Summer Reading for Kids 2005

These books have been selected by Vermont public school librarians, and are recommended for summer reading for children and young adults. For more recommendations, see your school or public librarian. 

2005 Caldecott Award
Henkes, Kevin. KITTEN’S FIRST FULL MOON. Greenwillow Books. 

2005 Newbery Award 
Kadohata, Cynthia. KIRA-KIRA. Atheneum Books for Young Readers. 

2005 Coretta Scott King Author Award
Morrison, Toni. REMEMBER: THE JOURNEY TO SCHOOL INTEGRATION. Houghton Mifflin. 

2005 Coretta Scott King Illustrator Award
Nelson, Kadir. ELLINGTON WAS NOT A STREET. Simon & Schuster. 

2005 Michael L. Printz Award
Rosoff, Meg. HOW I LIVE NOW. Random House.

2005 Robert F. Sibert Award 
Freedman, Russell. THE VOICE THAT CHALLENGED A NATION: MARIAN ANDERSON AND THE STRUGGLE FOR EQUAL RIGHTS. Clarion Books. 

Grades K-4 

Compiled by Vermont-NEA member Angelica Harris, school librarian at Alburg Education Center.

Picture Books and Easy Readers for Grades K-4

* Bryan, Sean. A BOY AND HIS BUNNY. Arcade. A boy wakes up one morning to find Fred on his head. Readers will love the rollicking rhyme as the boy discovers he can do anything with a big white bunny on his head! 

* Kratter, Paul. THE LIVING RAIN FOREST: AN ANIMAL ALPHABET. Charlesbridge. Rich illustrations and simple descriptions introduce nature-lovers to the creatures of rain forests around the world.

* Lichtenheld, Tom. EVERYTHING I KNOW ABOUT CARS. Simon & Schuster. Did you know that Egyptian pharaohs drove the first "dune buggy”? Just in time for the summer van voyage, this book is a zany account of the invention and importance of the car, complete with humorous cartoon illustrations. 

* Numeroff, Laura. BEATRICE DOESN’T WANT TO. Candlewick. Beatrice doesn't like books or reading—and she especially doesn't like accompanying her brother Henry to the library. Can books work their magic and change her mind? 

* Rathmann, Peggy. THE DAY THE BABIES CRAWLED AWAY. Grossett & Dunlap. Only a young boy notices the babies crawl away from a picnic. His heroic efforts bring them home safely. Strikingly illustrated in black silhouette. 

* Sayre, April Pulley. ONE IS A SNAIL, TEN IS A CRAB. Candlewick. If one is a snail and two is a person—we must be counting by feet! This book teaches how to count from one to one hundred by biped, quadruped and arthropod.

* Waddell, Martin. HI, HARRY! Candlewick. Harry the tortoise tries to find someone who will play with him at his own speed.

For Middle Readers

* Warner, Sally. ONLY EMMA. Viking. Third-grader Emma's peaceful life as an only child is disrupted when she has to temporarily share her tidy bedroom with four-year-old Anthony Scarpetto, a bona fide "pain in the patootie." 

* Greene, Stephanie. OWEN FOOTE: MIGHT SCIENTIST. Clarion. Owen has a goal: to have the best science fair project and get assigned to super science teacher Mr. Wozniak's class. But what do you do when your experiment goes "belly-up" the night before the fair?

* Hale, Bruce. THE BIG NAP: A CHET GECKO MYSTERY. Harcourt. The students at Emerson Hicky Elementary are turning into zombies-and it's not because of "new math"! Fourth-grade private eye Chet Gecko and partner Natalie Attired, the wisecracking mockingbird, must stop the dastardly plan.

* Springer, Nancy. ROWAN HOOD: OUTLAW GIRL OF SHERWOOD FOREST. Philomel. In her quest to connect with Robin Hood, the father she has never met, thirteen-year-old Rosemary disguises herself as a boy, befriends a wolf-dog, a runaway princess, and an overgrown boy whose singing is hypnotic, and makes peace with her elfin heritage. 

* Tocher, Timothy. CHIEF SUNRISE, JOHN MCGRAW AND ME. Cricket Books. Enter the world of old-time baseball as runaway Hank Cobb befriends Chief Sunrise, "the greatest Indian to ever step on a baseball diamond," and persuades New York Giants manager John McGraw to let Chief play. But a startling incident changes everything for Chief and Hank.

* Wallace, Rich. FAST COMPANY. Viking. Sixth-grader Manny Ramos joins the track club knowing he's the fastest runner at his school. But district competition is fierce, and Manny has to dedicate time and effort to be a contender. Well-drawn characters and fast-paced action for sports fans.

Grades 5-8 

Compiled by Vermont-NEA member Sharon Levin, librarian at North Country Union Junior High, Derby.

* Collins, Suzanne. GREGOR THE OVERLANDER. Scholastic. Gregor is stuck in the city for the summer so he can babysit his toddler sister—until she disappears down a chute in the laundry room. He dives in after her and discovers another world where his arrival was desperately awaited. First in the Underland Chronicles, sequels Gregor the Overlander and the Prophecy of Bane and Gregor and the Curse of the Warmbloods (due out July 2005) are also sure to please. 

* Flinn, Alexandra. BREATHING UNDERWATER. HarpetTempest. Nick, sixteen, cannot figure out why he is in court for contacting his girlfriend, and why she wants him to keep away from her. He hasn't done anything, and he is crazy about her. His journal slowly uncovers the truth. 

* Keehn, Sally M. THE FIRST HORSE I SEE. Putnam. Willo learns to her delight that this summer she may buy a horse of her own. Warned to choose wisely, Willo falls for an abused, but very lively mare.

* Opel, Kenneth. AIRBORN. Eos. Born on an airship, cabin boy Matt feels at home only in air. Kate, a rich and stubborn young passenger, is searching for a mysterious winged animal, seen once in the area the airship is passing through. They combine their savvy, their daring, and their strengths, pushing on with the search even when attacked and forbidden. A rousing adventure. 

* Paolini, Christopher. ERAGON. Knopf. A boy and his dragon should never be parted—even when the baby dragon has to be kept secret, is growing fast, and enemies have taken over the country. Eragon’s much-awaited sequel, Eldest, is expected this summer. 

* Runyon, Brent. THE BURN JOURNALS. Knopf. A frank, first-person true account of how Brent felt before and after he set himself on fire in his junior year of high school. Never revolting, never too-graphic, this story catches our interest and does not let go. Recommended for 8th grade and up.

* Rylant, Cynthia. GOD WENT TO BEAUTY SCHOOL. HarperTempest. God decided to visit the world he had made and found it mostly good, though sometimes puzzling. He went to a movie, had his nails done, adopted a dog, and more. Short, bittersweet poems carry His story. 

* Tarbox, Katherine. KATIE.COM. Plume Books. Katie, in high school and lonely, finds her best friend on the Internet. “Mark” is a few years older, says he is good-looking, and he listens to her problems when no one else does. He wants to meet her in real life, but it all has to be a secret… A true story.

* Ye-Ri, Na. 50 RULES FOR TEENAGERS. ADV Manga. A Korean high school student, cool Mi-roo is totally responsible for running the house and making the meals, while her irresponsible twin brother does nothing. She tells her story in manga (comic-book) format, the first in a series. 

GRADES 9-12

Compiled by Vermont-NEA member Ellen Arapakos, librarian at Champlain Valley Union High School, Hinesburg.

* Martel, Yann. THE LIFE OF PI. Harcourt. This amazing novel will stay on your mind weeks after you've finished it. A survival story of a young man shipwrecked on his way from India to the U.S., the conclusion will leave you reeling. Find a friend to read it too, because you'll want to talk to someone about this book when you're done!

* Philbrick, Nathaniel. IN THE HEART OF THE SEA: THE TRAGEDY OF THE WHALESHIP ESSEX. Penguin. Speaking of shipwrecks & survival, here's an account of a true story. Think Donner Party meets Moby Dick. In fact, Melville's Moby Dick was inspired by the whaleship Essex's fateful encounter with a disgruntled whale. Well-researched and documented, Philbrick leads you through Nantucket's historic whaling village and puts you in the boat with the unfortunate crew members—let's hope you don't draw the short straw! 

* Satrapi, Marjane. PERSEPOLIS: THE STORY OF A CHILDHOOD. Pantheon. In graphic novel form (think comic book, but more artsy & less clichéd), Satrapi chronicles her girlhood in a turbulent Iran. The Shah has been ousted, and Marjane has to start wearing a veil to school. Don't know who the Shah is? Confused? That's ok, so is she. Don’t miss the sequel Persepolis 2: The Story of a Return; you'll read it in one sitting, guaranteed. 

* Spiegelman, Art. MAUS: A SURVIVOR’S TALE. Pantheon. Spiegelman tries to understand his father's horrific story of survival in a concentration camp during World War II. If you aren't clear on what happened during World War II or Hitler's plan to exterminate all Jews, this classic of the graphic novel genre will explain it in the first-person. 

* Bagdasarian, Adam. FORGOTTEN FIRE. Dorling Kindersley. This book too deals with a Holocaust, but one far fewer people know about: that of the Armenians in Turkey during the early 1900s. This is the story of a young man named Vahan who somehow manages to survive against all odds.

* Paulsen, Gary. HOW ANGEL PETERSON GOT HIS NAME. Random House. After all these weighty survival stories, maybe you're ready for something lighter. Many acclaimed novels are heart-wrenching stories, but this fantastic book is hilarious! You'll wonder that author Gary Paulson made it to adulthood after all his crazy adolescent stunts. Read it, laugh, but don't try any of it at home! 

* Malladi, Amulya. THE MANGO SEASON. Ballantine. If you think your parents are hard to talk to, wait until you meet Priya's. Her traditional Brahmin family thinks she returned home to India to help make mango chutney and let them arrange her marriage—how little do they know! Somehow Priya has to break the news that she's in love with an American, is living with him, and plans to marry him. Will Priya's courage fail her, or will she marry the man of her choosing? 

* Flinn, Alex. NOTHING TO LOSE. HarperTempest. Why in the world would a woman stay with a man who beats her? Mike's mom claims she does it for his sake, so that he'll be financially secure and have a "family." Mike alternates between fear and rage, powerless to protect his mother from his stepdad. One night the violence spins out of control and his stepdad is murdered. Fast-forward one year later: Mike's mom is going to stand trial, and Mike returns home after a year's traveling with the carnival in order to protect her again. Or does he?

* Anderson, M. T. FEED. Candlewick. Here's another young guy with a lot on his mind—literally. Imagine if the entire Internet, cable TV, advertising, shopping, chatting, MP3s, computer applications & more were fed directly into your head. Sick, right? Unless you want to turn it off and walk away. Titus’ unconventional girlfriend, however, does just that. Violet's not willing to let her tastes, dreams, and wants become a corporation's marketing profile. Can she defy the system, or will there be a price to pay?

* Robinson, Marilynne. GILEAD. Farrar, Straus & Giroux. What if you only had a short time left with those you loved most? What if one of your loved ones was so young, he might very well not remember you after you're gone? That's the situation facing Reverend John Ames, who didn't become a husband and father until the end of his life. Now he's trying to write a journal for his son to read when he grows up. Is this peaceful minister truly at peace? Time is running out for him in this beautifully-written work. 

* Hardy, Thomas. TESS OF THE D’URBERVILLES. Why not sink your teeth into a luscious classic this summer? In Tess, timing is everything: "In the ill-judged execution of the well-judged plan of things the call seldom produces the comer, the man to love rarely coincides with the hour for loving." Hardy is amazingly perceptive to the double standards and troubles that can befall a lovely young woman without means—from any century.

This list was edited by Shannon Walters, librarian at C.P. Smith Elementary School in Burlington, and published as a public service by the Vermont-National Education Association, 10 Wheelock St., Montpelier, VT 05602.

