Summer Reading for Kids 2004

These books have been selected by Vermont public school librarians, and are recommended for summer reading for children and young adults. For more recommendations, see your school or public librarian. 
2004 Caldecott Award 
Gerstein, Mordicai. THE MAN WHO WALKED BETWEEN THE TOWERS. Millbrook Press. 

2004 Newbery Award 
DiCamillo, Kate. THE TALE OF DESPEREAUX: BEING THE STORY OF A MOUSE, A PRINCESS, SOME SOUP, AND A SPOOL OF THREAD. Candlewick. 

2004 Coretta Scott King Author Award 
2004 Michael L. Printz Award 
Johnson, Angela. THE FIRST PART LAST. Simon & Schuster. 

2004 Coretta Scott King Illustrator Award 
Bryan, Ashley. BEAUTIFUL BLACKBIRD. Atheneum Books for Young Readers. 

2004 Robert F. Sibert Award Murphy, Jim. AN AMERICAN PLAGUE: THE TRUE AND TERRIFYING STORY OF THE YELLOW FEVER EPIDEMIC OF 1793. Clarion. 

Grades K-4 
Compiled by Vermont-NEA member Ellen Drysdale, librarian at Waitsfield/Warren schools. 

· Byars, Betsy. THE NOT-JUST-ANYBODY FAMILY. Yearling. With a young brother in the hospital, a grandfather in jail, and their mother traveling with a rodeo, it’s up to Maggie and Vern to try to settle family problems. Add a missing dog and you have a not-to-be-forgotten read. 

· Christelow, Eileen. THE GREAT PIG ESCAPE. Clarion. This delightful romp by a Vermont author introduces a passel of pigs with above-average IQs as they are loaded onto the truck to take them to market. They cleverly escape, disguise themselves in clothes from many sources in the village, and board a bus headed to Florida, leaving the clueless farmers and villagers scratching their heads. Don’t miss the sequel: THE GREAT PIG SEARCH. 

· Funke, Cornelia. PRINCESS KNIGHT. Chicken House. Violet is a young princess who wishes she could show the world that she is just as brave and strong as her brothers. When her strict father insists that she get married, Violet decides to use her intelligence and bravery to show everyone what she’s made of. 

· Gerstein, Mordecai. THE MOUNTAINS OF TIBET. HarperTrophy. Created by this year’s Caldecott Award winner, this intriguing, spare picture book outlines the life of a Tibetan woodcutter and the choices he makes when faced with the chance to live his life over again. His choices are varied—a galaxy that looks like “a great splash of milk,” a star that looks “warm and golden,” a planet that “somehow looks like home,” and so on… until his final choice, which comes as a very satisfying surprise. 

· Jackson, Donna M. THE BUG SCIENTIST. Houghton Mifflin. Summertime brings bugs, and this fascinating book examines the people who love bugs and make their living by them. By following the footsteps of several bug scientists, we take a closer look at the extraordinary bugs that crawl, swim, and whiz past us. We visit the morgue, witness a bug bowl festival, and travel to Costa Rica. Includes the recipe for “Chocolate Chirpy Chip Cookies.” 

· Keller, Holly. FARFALLINA AND MARCEL. Greenwillow. One lovely, green springtime, a caterpillar named Farfallina and a gosling named Marcel become fast friends. They play various games together, adapting the rules to suit each other’s limitations. But one day everything changed. Can best friends remain best friends no matter what happens? For Farfallina and Marcel, who endure growing up and growing apart only to find that it brings them closer together, the happy answer is “yes.” 

· LaMarche, Jim. THE RAFT. HarperTrophy. Nicky is not happy about spending the entire summer at a cottage in the middle of nowhere with only his grandmother for company. Then he discovers a raft. The rest of the summer flies by as he comes to appreciate the natural world around him, develops his own artistic skills, and discovers his grandmother is a delightful companion. A quiet, lovely story, which may inspire readers to start a summer sketchbook and wander in the woods. 

· Napoli, Donna Jo. THE PRINCE OF THE POND. Puffin. A fabulous read-aloud! Having been turned into a frog by a hag, a frog-prince makes the best of his new life as he meets the girl-frog (not toad!) of-his-dreams, raises a family, and instills a new kind of thinking into his frog family. A hilarious twist on the well-known fairy tale. n 

· Paulsen, Gary. HARRIS AND ME. Yearling. A truly funny, heartwarming novel about a city-lad come to spend the summer on his cousin’s farm. When not doing farm chores or avoiding the attack rooster, the boys are left to their own devices. Harris has a capacity for dreaming up outrageous projects, but not necessarily the ability to think them through to their logical, hilarious, and often painful consequences. 

· McMillan, Bruce. NIGHTS OF THE PUFFLINGS. Houghton Mifflin. This beautiful photo essay with clear, simple text tells the story of the August tradition of Icelandic children rescuing the thousands of stranded young puffins who don’t make it to the ocean. The Icelanders have come up with a solution that delights children: school is closed for two weeks, and the children rescue the puffins confused by city lights, and release them to the sea. 

Grades 5-8 
Compiled by Vermont-NEA member Angelica Harris, school librarian at Alburg Education Center. 

· Arkin, Anthony Dana. CAPTAIN HAWAII. Harpercollins. While vacationing in Hawaii, 15-year-old Arron becomes involved with a tour guide, his beautiful daughter, and a ruthless developer who seeks an ancient secret hidden on the island of Kauai. 

· Choldenko, Gennifer. AL CAPONE DOES MY SHIRTS. Putnam. A 12-year-old boy named Moose moves to Alcatraz Island in 1935 when the guards’ families were housed there, and has to contend with his extraordinary new environment in addition to life with his autistic sister. 

· Dueker, Carl. HIGH HEAT. Houghton Mifflin. Like the game of baseball, life is quirky and unpredictable…When Shane’s father is arrested for money laundering at his Lexus dealership, the star pitcher’s life of affluence begins to fall apart. 

· Haddix, Margaret Peterson. ESCAPE FROM MEMORY. Simon & Schuster. Allowing herself to be hypnotized, 15-year-old Kira reveals memories of another time and place that may eventually cost her and her mother their lives. 

· Hidier, Tanuja. BORN CONFUSED. Scholastic. Seventeen-year-old Dimple, whose family is from India, discovers that she is not Indian enough for the Indians and not American enough for the Americans, as she sees her beautiful, manipulative best friend taking possession of both her heritage and the boy she likes. A funny, thoughtful story about finding your heart, your culture, and your place in America. 

· Ibbotson, Eva. THE SECRET OF PLATFORM 13. Puffin. Odge Gribble, a young hag, accompanies an old wizard, a gentle fey, and a giant ogre on their mission through a magical tunnel from their peaceful Island to London to rescue the King and Queen’s son, who had been stolen as an infant. 

· Mazer, Harry. A BOY AT WAR. Simon & Schuster. While fishing with his friends off Honolulu on Dec. 7, 1941, teenaged Adam is caught in the midst of the Japanese attack and through the chaos of the subsequent days tries to find his father, a naval officer who was serving on the U.S.S. Arizona when the bombs fell. 

· Mikaelsen, Ben. RESCUE JOSH MCGUIRE. Hyperion. When 13-year-old Josh runs away to the mountains of Montana with an orphaned bear cub destined for laboratory testing, they both must fight for their lives in a sudden snow storm. 

· Pullman, Philip. THE RUBY AND THE SMOKE. Random.. Pursued by villains and cutthroats at every turn, 16-year-old Sally Lockhart uncovers two dark mysteries. One involves the opium trade; the other a stolen ruby of immense value. Sally is the key to both—and it’s worth her life to find out why. 

· Shea, Pegi Deitz. TANGLED THREADS: A HMONG GIRL’S STORY. Clarion. After 10 years in a refugee camp in Thailand, Mai Yang travels to Providence, Rhode Island, where her Americanized cousins introduce her to pizza, shopping, and beer, while her grandmother and new friends keep her connected to her Hmong heritage. 

· SHELF LIFE: STORIES BY THE BOOK. Gary Paulsen, ed. Simon & Schuster. Ten original short stories in which the lives of young people are changed by their encounters with books. Contributing authors include: Gregory Maguire, Marion Dane Bauer, and Margaret Peterson Haddix. 

GRADES 9-12 
Compiled by Vermont-NEA member Shannon Walters, librarian at C.P. Smith School in Burlington. 

· Brooks, Martha. TRUE CONFESSIONS OF A HEARTLESS GIRL. Farrar Straus & Giroux. On the run after taking her latest boyfriend’s truck, with a pocketful of stolen money and a heart full of pain, seventeen-year-old Noreen Stall seems to invite trouble. And trouble comes soon enough as Noreen’s new mistakes trigger calamities that shake the lives of the residents of her new home. 

· Donnelly, Jennifer. A NORTHERN LIGHT. Harcourt. In 1906, sixteen-year-old Mattie, determined to attend college and be a writer against the wishes of her father and fiancé, takes a job at a summer inn where she discovers the truth about the death of a guest. Based on the true story which also inspired Theodore Dreiser’s An American Tragedy. 

· Easton, Kelly. THE LIFE HISTORY OF A STAR. Margaret K. McElderry. In the era of Watergate, the Vietnam War, and David Bowie, fourteen-year-old Kristin navigates the external and internal changes that come at top speed. 

· Going, K. L. FAT KID RULES THE WORLD. Penguin Putnam. Troy Billings at 6’1", 296 pounds, is standing at the edge of a subway platform seriously contemplating suicide when he meets Curt MacCrae—a sage-like, semi-homeless punk guitar genius who changes his life irrevocably. 

· Haddon, Mark. THE CURIOUS INCIDENT OF THE DOG IN THE NIGHTTIME. Doubleday. Christopher Boone knows all the countries of the world and their capitals and every prime number up to 7,057. He relates well to animals but has no understanding of human emotions. He cannot stand to be touched. Although gifted with a superbly logical brain, Christopher is autistic. When his neighbor’s dog is impaled on a garden fork, he sets out to find the real perpetrator in this bitter, funny novel. 

· Hoffman, Alice. GREEN ANGEL. Scholastic. Haunted by grief and by her past after losing her family in an apocalyptic fire, fifteen-year-old Green retreats into her ruined garden as she struggles to survive emotionally and physically on her own. 

· Koja, Kaje. BUDDHA BOY. Farrar Straus & Giroux. The kids at school call Jinsen “Buddha Boy” and condemn him as a freak. Being friends with Buddha Boy isn’t simple, and Justin is forced into a cruel contest with the jocks who just can’t seem to leave his new classmate alone. 

· Maynard, Joyce. THE USUAL RULES: A NOVEL. St. Martin’s Press. Wendy’s world collapses in a single, awful instant, one day in September 2001. Her mother goes to work that morning and doesn’t come back. Through 13-year-old Wendy’s eyes, we follow her slow and terrible realization that her mother has died, and the family’s struggle to carry on with their lives. A poignant novel of love, loss and finding which rules in life really matter. 

· Pattou, Edith. EAST. Harcourt Children’s Books. Heroine Rose solves a mystery, loses her heart, discovers her purpose, and realizes her travels have only just begun. Fresh and original as only the best fantasy can be, EAST is a novel retelling of the classic tale “East of the Sun, West of the Moon.” 

· Stroud, Jonathan. THE AMULET OF SAMARKAND. Miramax. Sure to be popular with Harry Potter fans, this is a thrilling new trilogy about an apprentice magician and the powerful djinni he summons. Nathaniel is a young magician with only one thing on his mind: revenge. 

This list was edited by Shannon Walters, librarian at C.P. Smith Elementary School in Burlington, and published as a public service by the Vermont-National Education Association, 10 Wheelock St., Montpelier, VT 05602
