Summer Reading for Kids 2001

These books have been selected by Vermont public school librarians and are recommended for summer reading for children and young adults. For more recommendations, see your school or public librarian! 
2001 Caldecott Award 
St. George, Judith. SO YOU WANT TO BE PRESIDENT! Illustrated by David Small. Philomel. 

2001 Newbery Award 
Peck, Richard. A YEAR DOWN YONDER. Dial. 

2001 Michael L. Printz Award 
Almond, David. KIT’S WILDERNESS. Delacorte. 

2001 Coretta Scott King Award 
Woodson, Jacqueline. MIRACLE’S BOYS. Putnam. (Author) Collier, Bryan. UPTOWN. Holt. (Illustrator) 

For a list of honor books and other awards presented by the American Library Association, go to: www.ala.org/alsc/awards.html#others 

Grades K-4, compiled by Vermont-NEA member Betty Rendino, Jericho Elementary School.
* Adler, David A. AMERICA’S CHAMPION SWIMMER: GERTRUDE EDERLE. Harcourt, 2000. Describes the life and accomplishments of the first woman to swim the English Channel. Ederle was also important in the early women’s rights movement. 
* Bunting, Eve, FLOWER GARDEN. Voyager Books, 2000. Helped by her father, a young girl prepares a flower garden as a birthday surprise for her mother. 
* Cole, Brock. BUTTONS. FSG, 2000. When their father eats so much that he pops the buttons off his britches, each of his three daughters tries a different plan to find replacements. 
* De Paola, Tomie. ON MY WAY. Putnam, 2001. The third of the 26 FAIRMOUNT AVENUE series follows young Tomie through a vividly remembered few months of a boyhood summer. A great read-aloud. 
* Estes, Eleanor. THE MOFFATS. Harcourt, 2001. This reissued classic relates the adventures and misadventures of the four Moffat children living with their widowed mother in a yellow house on New Dollar Street in the small town of Cranbury, Connecticut. 
* Hamilton, Virginia. THE GIRL WHO SPUN GOLD. Blue Sky/Scholastic, 2000. In this African American retelling of “Rumpelstiltskin,” Lit’mahn spins thread into gold cloth for the king’s new bride. 
* Hoffman, Mary. BOUNDLESS GRACE. Puffin, 2000. Grace is invited for a visit with her father and his new family in Africa. A sequel to the popular AMAZING GRACE. 
* Johnson, D. B. HENRY HIKES TO FITCHBURG. HMCO, 2000. While his friend works hard to earn the train fare to Fitchburg, young Henry Thoreau walks the thirty miles through woods and fields, enjoying nature and the time to think great thoughts. Includes biographical information about Thoreau. 
* Kurtz, Jane. FARAWAY HOME. Harcourt, 2000. Desta’s father, who needs to return briefly to his Ethiopian homeland, describes what it was like for him to grow up there. 
* Leedy, Loreen. MEASURING PENNY. Holt, 2000. Lisa learns about mathematics by measuring her dog Penny with all sorts of units, including pounds, inches, dog biscuits, and cotton swabs. 
* Lobel, Anita. ONE LIGHTHOUSE, ONE MOON. Greenwillow, 2000. Presents the days of the week, the months of the year, and numbers from one to ten through the activities of a cat and people in and around a lighthouse. 
* McKissack, Pat, THE HONEST-TO-GOODNESS TRUTH. Atheneum, 2000. After promising never to lie, Libby learns that it’s not always necessary to blurt out the whole truth, either. 
* San Souci, Robert D. NICHOLAS PIPE. Puffin, 2000. A retelling of a twelfth-century tale in which a young woman falls in love with a merman and determines to marry him despite their separate worlds. 
* Thomas, Shelley Moore. GOOD NIGHT, GOOD NIGHT. Dutton. In this goofy easy reader, a gentle knight helps to put three demanding young dragons to sleep for the night. 
* Wells, Rosemary. EMILY’S FIRST 100 DAYS OF SCHOOL. Hyperion, 2000. Starting with number one for the first day of school, Emily learns the numbers to one hundred in many different ways. 

Grades 5-8. Compiled by Vermont-NEA members Angelica Harris, Alburg Educational Center, and Shannon Walters, Grand Isle School 

* Armstrong, Jennifer. SPIRIT OF ENDURANCE: THE TRUE STORY OF THE SHACKLETON EXPEDITION TO THE ANTARCTIC. Random House, 2000. An account of the disastrous 1914 expedition to Antarctica and how its members managed to survive. 
* Bruchac, Joseph. SACAJAWEA. Harcourt, 2000. Captured by her enemies, married to a foreigner, and a mother at age sixteen, Sacajawea lived a life of turmoil and change. Then in 1804, the mysterious young Shoshone woman known as Bird Woman met Meriwether Lewis and William Clark. 
* Creech, Sharon. WALK TWO MOONS. HarperCollins, 1994. Thirteen-year-old Salamanca’s mother has disappeared. While tracing her steps on a road trip with her eccentric grandparents, Sal tells about her friend Phoebe Winterbottom, whose mother vanished and who received secret messages after her disappearance. 
* Ehrlich, Amy. WHERE IT STOPS, NOBODY KNOWS. Dial Books, 1988. Nina and her mother move from place to place, never revealing anything about themselves, causing Nina to wonder if they’ll ever stop hiding. What are they running from? 
* Gutman, Dan. HONUS AND ME. Avon Books, 1997. Series. Joe Stoshack gets a tingling sensation when he finds a 1909 Honus Wagner baseball card. The card grants his wish to meet Honus and ask him about baseball, conflict and pride. Pure summer escape literature for baseball fans. 
* Hobbs, Will. KOKOPELLI’S FLUTE. Atheneum,1995. Tepary Jones stumbles on pothunters amid the shadows of the New Mexico cliff dwellings, and must recover the stolen artifacts. He finds an ancient flute that gives him an unusual advantage over the thieves. 
* Ibbotson, Eva. ISLAND OF THE AUNTS. Dutton, 2000. When several kindly aunts decide that they need help caring for the mermaids, selkies, dragons, and other creatures who live on their hidden island, they know that adults can’t be trusted. What they need are a few special children who can keep a secret- and what better way to get children who can keep really big secrets than to kidnap them! 
* Jacques, Brian. CASTAWAYS OF THE FLYING DUTCHMAN. Philomel, 2001. The Flying Dutchman! The legend of the wind-tattered ghost ship and its mad sea captain, cursed to sail the seas forever, has been passed down throughout the centuries. But what of 15-year-old Ben and his dog Ned, who were trapped aboard that ship? 
* Karr, Kathleen. THE GREAT TURKEY WALK. FSG, 1998. 15-year-old Simon Green graduates from third grade and plans to seek his fortune by herding 1,000 turkeys from Missouri to Denver in 1860. His unlikely band of misfits must outwit hungry townspeople, turkey rustlers, and a plague of locusts to reach their goal and live the life of their dreams. 
* L’Engle, Madeleine. A RING OF ENDLESS LIGHT. FSG, 1981. During the summer her grandfather is dying of leukemia and death seems all around, 15-year-old Vicky finds comfort as the center of attention for three very different boys and with a pod of dolphins she is researching. 
* Osborne, Mary Pope. ADALINE FALLING STAR. Scholastic, 2000. Feeling abandoned by her deceased Arapaho mother and her explorer father, Adaline Falling Star runs away from the prejudiced cousins with whom she is staying and comes close to death in the wilderness, with only a mongrel dog for company. 
* Pierce, Tamora. ALANNA: THE FIRST ADVENTURE. Peter Smith Publishers, 1999. Becoming a legend is not easy, as young Alanna discovers when she disguises herself as a boy and begins training to be a knight. Filled with swords and sorcery, adventure and intrigue, good and evil, this book is a rousing read for fantasy lovers. 
* Snicket, Lemony. THE AUSTERE ACADEMY (A SERIES OF UNFORTUNATE EVENTS). HarperCollins, 2000. As their outrageous misfortunes continue, the Baudelaire orphans are shipped off to a miserable boarding school, where they befriend the two Quagmire triplets and find that they have been followed by the dreaded Count Olaf. 
* Wilson, Diane Lee. I RODE A HORSE OF MILK WHITE JADE. Orchard Books 1998. Crippled Oyuna teaches herself to ride on the cold steppes of ancient Mongolia. Although Oyuna, her steed and her faithful cat display extraordinary valor, her quest to find a milk-white horse and win the festival race is charged with danger. 

Grades 9-12. Compiled by Vermont-NEA members Regina Luersen and Barbara Marchant, Leland and Gray High School. 
* Anderson, Laurie Halse. FEVER 1793. Simon and Schuster, 2000. In Philadelphia, 16-year-old Mattie Cook, separated from her sick mother, learns about perseverance and self-reliance when she is forced to cope with the horrors of a yellow fever epidemic in 1793. 
* Bradley, Marion Zimmer. THE MISTS OF AVALON. Ballantine, 1982. A lush re-telling of the story of King Arthur and the Knights of the Round Table that puts the women Morgan Le Fay and Guinevere at the center of the tale. 
* Burgess, Melvin. SMACK. Holt, 1998. After running away from troubled homes, two British teenagers move in with a group of squatters and try to find ways to support their growing heroin addiction. There is no preaching — just the artful revelation of cold hard facts — in this harrowing first person narrative. 
* Chbosky, Stephen. THE PERKS OF BEING A WALLFLOWER. Pocket, 1999. Charlie is a high school freshman -shy, introspective, intelligent - but not very popular. In a series of funny and moving letters, he writes to an unnamed person he explores all the dilemmas of a teenager on the way to adulthood. 
* Dessen, Sarah. DREAMLAND.Viking, 2000. After her older sister runs away, sixteen-year-old Caitlin decides that she needs to make a major change in her life and begins an abusive relationship with a boy who is mysterious, brilliant and dangerous. 
* Graver, Elizabeth. THE HONEY THIEF. Thorndike, 2000. Eva’s stealing causes her mother to move from New York City to a small town upstate to seek a “normal” life. Both struggle with the transition and Eva’s is only compounded by loneliness and adolescence. Eva befriends an equally lonely beekeeper, and these three isolated people are drawn together by pain and hope. 
* Junger, Sebastian. THE PERFECT STORM. W.W. Norton and Company, 1997. The fishing boat Andrea Gail goes out into the waters of the Grand Banks off Newfoundland in search of good fishing, and encounters the worst storm of the century. Based on a true story, and much more riveting than the movie. 
* Kinder, Gary. SHIP OF GOLD IN THE DEEP BLUE SEA. Atlantic Monthly Press, 1998. Chronicles the final voyage of the SS Central America as it sank off the Carolina coast in 1857, and explains the technology used to recover the ship and the 21 tons of gold that sank it. 
* Kingsolver, Barbara. THE POISONWOOD BIBLE. HarperFlamingo, 1998. Missionary Nathan Price and his family move to the Belgian Congo in 1959. The story of their life in a primitive village is told alternately by his wife and their three daughters, each of whom sees events in a different way. 
* Lewis, Catherine. POSTCARDS TO FATHER ABRAHAM. Atheneum Books, 2000. Athletic sixteen-year-old Meghan loses her leg to cancer, her brother to the Vietnam War and her father to his disappointments. Feeling she has no one left in her life with whom she can talk, she writes to Abraham Lincoln, and what starts out as a class project becomes a way to deal with her anger and feelings of loss. 
* Randle, Kristen D. BREAKING RANK. Morrow, 1999. Seventeen-year-old Casey has some of her preconceived notions challenged when she begins to tutor Baby, a member of a non-conformist society called the Clan. 
* Strout, Elizabeth. AMY AND ISABELLE. Random House, 2000. Amy Goodrow is a shy high school student who falls in love with her math teacher. A relationship develops, and the two are soon discovered by Amy’s mother’s boss. Already distanced by a fierce mix of love and loathing, the icy distance between mother and daughter would seem to be unbridgeable. 
* Tan, Amy. THE HUNDRED SECRET SENSES. Putnam, 1975. Kwan moves from China to San Francisco to live with the family she has never met, including her half sister Olivia. When Kwan confides in Olivia about the ghosts she hears who tell her about love, Olivia thinks she is crazy, but eventually becomes a believer. 
* Williams, Lori Aurelia. WHEN KAMBIA ELAINE FLEW IN FROM NEPTUNE. Simon and Schuster, 2000. Shayla Dubois, an aspiring writer growing up in a poor section of Houston, is mystified by the fantastic stories told to her by new neighbor Kambia Elaine. She soon realizes that the girl is in trouble, but she cannot get past the stories to the truth. 
* Wright, Bil. SUNDAY YOU LEARN HOW TO BOX. Simon and Schuster, 2000. It’s 1968 in a Connecticut housing project and 14-year-old Louis Bowman, having committed the unforgivable social crime of sissyhood, is forced into boxing lessons with his disgusted stepfather. 
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