Recommended Summer Reading for Kids, 1994 

This reading list for the summer of 1994 was compiled by Vermont school librarians, members of the Vermont Educational Media Association. VEMA is an affiliate of the Vermont-National Education Association. 
1994 Newbery Award 
Lois Lowry, THE GIVER. Houghton. 

1994 Caldecott Award 

Allen Say, GRANDFATHER'S JOURNEY. Houghton. 

Recommended Titles for Grades K-5 - Compiled by Debbie Chamberlin, Ferrisburg and Addison Central Schools 
· Blume, Judy. THE PAIN AND THE GREAT ONE. Bradbury. A story of sibling rivalry, told with humor from each child's point of view. 

· Byars, Betsy. THE MOON AND I. Simon and Schuster. While describing her humorous adventures with a black snake, Byars recalls her childhood and describes her own writing process and techniques for authorship. 

· Dahl, Roald. THE BFG. FSG. After the big friendly giant kidnaps Sophie from her bed in the orphanage, the two of them conspire to end the loathsome activities of nine other giants. Quentin Blake's drawings humorously enhance the telling of this tale. 

· Dobson, Clive. FRED'S TV. Firefly. When Fred's television set blows up after being left out in the rain, the empty cabinet becomes a handy bird-feeding station and shelter. 

· Hoban, Russell. A BARGAIN FOR FRANCES. Harper. Frances and her sometime best friend Thelma find a way to bargain for what they really want in this humorous exploration of true childhood situations. 

· Kline, Suzy. HERBIE JONES. Putnam. Herbie's promotion to a higher reading group causes a temporary rift with best friend Raymond. 

· Lehan, Daniel. WIPE YOUR FEET. Dutton. Nancy finds footprints everywhere in her house -- on the floor, the bath mat and even the walls. She can't figure out where they came from. 

· Lewison, Wendy Cheyette. GOING TO SLEEP ON THE FARM. Dial. A father explains to his young son how each animal goes to sleep on the farm. The comfortable rhyming text has a soothing effect. 

· Mazer, Anne. THE SALAMANDER ROOM. Knopf. A young boy finds a salamander and thinks of many things he can do to make a perfect home for it. 

· Meddaugh, Susan. MARTHA SPEAKS. Houghton. When Martha the dog learns to speak after eating alphabet soup, the family can't stop her from saying too much. 

· Peck, Robert Newton. SOUP. Knopf. The movies cost 10 cents and Burlington, Vermont was the biggest place in the whole world. The adventures of Soup and Rob are told with humor and directness. 

· Prelutsky, Jack. FOR LAUGHING OUT LOUD: POEMS TO TICKLE YOUR FUNNY BONE. Knopf. A collection of humorous poems by various authors about such creatures as the Ogglewop, the Gooloo, and the Dinosore. 

· Rylant, Cynthia. HENRY AND MUDGE AND THE HAPPY CAT. Bradbury. Henry's family takes in a strange looking stray cat who develops a loving relationship with Henry's big dog Mudge. 

· Sis, Peter. BEACH BALL. Greenwillow. While at the beach, Mary and her mother explore letter and number concepts. The detailed illustrations will appeal to Waldo fans. 

· Van Allsburg, Chris. JUMANJI. Houghton. Two bored and restless children find more excitement than they bargained for in a mysterious jungle adventure board game. 

Recommended Titles for Grades 5-8 - Compiled by Pamm Shelton, Shelburne Middle School 

· Armstrong, Jennifer. STEAL AWAY. Orchard. In 1855, two thirteen-year-old girls, one white and one black, run away from a southern farm and make the difficult journey north to freedom. They live to recount their story 41 years later to two similar young girls. 

· Avi. NOTHING BUT THE TRUTH. Orchard. A ninth grader's suspension for singing "The Star Spangled Banner" during homeroom becomes a national news story. 

· Banks, Lynn Reid. MYST ERY OF THE CUPBOARD. Morrow. After his family moves to the country to a house recently inherited by his mother, Omri finds many secrets revealed when he discovers the link between the house and the magic cupboard. A sequel to the Indian in the Cupboard. 

· Byars, Betsy. WANTED...MUD BLOSSOM. Delacorte. Junior Blossom is convinced his dog Mud is responsible for the disappearance of the school hamster Junior was taking care of for the weekend. Junior is determined that the dog should be tried for his "crime." 

· Coville, Bruce. JEREMY THATCHER, DRAGON HATCHER. HBJ. Small for his age but artistically talented, twelve-year-old Jeremy unknowingly buys a dragon's egg and his whole life changes. 

· Coville, Bruce. JENNIFER MURDLEY'S TOAD. HBJ. When an ordinary- looking fifth grader purchases a talking toad, she embarks on a series of extraordinary adventures. 

· Hahn, Mary Downing. STEPPING ON THE CRACKS. Clarion. In 1944, while her brother is overseas fighting in World War II, eleven-year-old Margaret gets a new view of the school bully when she helps him hide his older brother, an army deserter. 

· Hesse, Karen. LETTERS FROM RIFKA. Holt. In letters to her cousin, a young Jewish girl chronicles her family's flight from Russia in 1919. 

· Jacques, Brian. REDWALL. Philomel. When the peaceful life of ancient Redwall Abbey is shattered by the arrival of an evil rat and his villainous hordes, Matthias, a young mouse, determines to find the legendary sword of Martin the Warrior, which he is convinced will help destroy the enemy. 

· James, J. Alison. RUNA. Atheneum. A series of accidents and a discovery in a medieval church suddenly change Runa's summer on a Swedish island as she finds her life caught up in the rites of her Viking ancestors. 

· Lowry, Lois. ALL ABOUT SAM and ATTABOY SAM. Houghton. The adventures of Sam, Anastasia Krupnik's younger brother, from his first day as a newborn through his mischievous early years. 

· Lowry, Lois. THE GIVER. Houghton. Given his lifetime assignment at the Ceremony of Twelve, Jonas becomes the receiver of memories shared by only one other in his community, and discovers the terrible truth about the society in which he lives. 

· Naylor, Phyllis Reynolds. SHILOH. Atheneum. When he finds a lost beagle in the hills behind his West Virginia home, Marty tries to hide it from his family and the dog's real owner, who has mistreated the dog. 

· Paterson, Katherine. LYDDIE. Lodestar. Impoverished Vermont farm girl Lyddie Worthen is determined to gain her independence by becoming a factory worker in Lowell, Massachusetts in the 1840s. 

· Spinelli, Jerry. MANIAC MAGEE. Little, Brown. After his parents die, Jeffrey Lionel Magee's life becomes legendary as he accomplishes athletic and other feats which awe his contemporaries. 

· Wallace, Bill. BUFFALO GAL. Holiday. Fifteen-year-old Amanda's refined life in early 20th century San Francisco is disrupted when she grudgingly accompanies her mother to the Oklahoma Territory on a crusade to save the buffalo. 

Recommended Titles for Grades 9-12 - Compiled by Dan Greene, U-32 High School 
· Arnett, Peter. LIVE FROM THE BATTLEFIELD: FROM VIETNAM TO BAGDAD. Simon and Schuster. As a youth in New Zealand, Arnett knew that journalism would be his ticket to the world. He has helped shape our knowledge of history through his reporting from Bangkok, Laos, Thailand, and beyond. This is an exciting first-hand account of history in the making. 

· Ashe, Arthur. DAYS OF GRACE: A MEMOIR. Knopf. In this remarkable memoir, Ashe takes us on a journey from his childhood in Richmond, Virginia, through the segregated south and into the white world of tennis. His story continues as he learns he has contracted AIDS (in the aftermath of an operation), and is forced to go public with details about his health. 

· Bosse, Malcolm. DEEP DREAM OF THE RAIN FOREST. Farrar, Straus & Giroux. While on an expedition with his uncle in the jungles of Borneo in 1920, fifteen-year-old Harry Windsor is captured by a young Iban tribesman who believes that Harry has a special power that will help the tribesman and his companion - an outcast Iban girl - on their dream quest. 

· Coyle, Daniel. HARDBALL: A SEASON IN THE PROJECTS. Putnam. HARDBALL is the powerful story of a team's struggle against enormous odds. From an inner city Chicago housing project, the Kikuyus have a triumphant season and show us both the troubling image of the way things are and a hopeful glimpse of the way things might be. 

· Garcia Marquez, Gabriel. THE GENERAL IN HIS LABYRINTH. Knopf. This is the story of the turbulent life of Simon Bolivar -- a liberator and dreamer -- told in magical narrative. 

· Grisham, John. THE FIRM. Doubleday. A roller coaster ride of a story. A brilliant fresh-out-of-law-school lawyer is recruited by a firm that everyone wants to join, but no one ever leaves...alive. Great trash. 

· Ishiguro, Kazuo. THE REMAINS OF THE DAY. Vintage. The story of a life dedicated to civility and manners, of love repressed and missed opportunities. 

· Kingsolver, Barbara. PIGS IN HEAVEN. HarperCollins. A deeply felt novel of love despite the risks; of tearing apart and coming together. Six-year-old Turtle Greer and her mother travel the roads from rural Kentucky and the urban southwest to Heaven, Oklahoma and the Cherokee nation. 

· Laird, Elizabeth. KISS THE DUST. Dutton. Her father's involvement with the Kurdish resistance movement in Iraq forces thirteen-year-old Tara to flee with her family over the border into Iran, where they face an unknown future. 

· MacLean, Norman. YOUNG MEN AND FIRE. University of Chicago Press. On August 5, 1949, a crew of fifteen of the US Forest Service's elite airborne firefighters stepped into the sky above a remote forest fire in the Montana wilderness. Less than an hour later all but three were dead or mortally burned. Through thorough detective work, Norman MacLean has brilliantly put back together the scattered pieces of this tragedy. 

· Meyer, Nicholas. THE CANARY TRAINER; FROM THE MEMOIRS OF JOHN H. WATSON M.D. as edited by Nicholas Meyer. Norton. In this exciting sequel to The Seven Percent Solution, Sherlock Holmes pits wits against a musical maniac. Alone in a strange and wonderful city, Holmes has an adventure unlike any he has had before. 

· Rylant, Cynthia. I HAD SEEN CASTLES. Harcourt. Now an old man, John is haunted by memories of enlisting to fight in World War II, a decision which forced him to face the horrors of war and changed his life forever. A novel small in size (97 pages) but big in its message. 

· Voigt, Cynthia. THE WINGS OF A FALCON. Scholastic. Fourteen-year-old Oriel and his friend Griff flee the slavery of Damall's Island and seek a new life on the mainland, where they face raiding Wolfers, rival armies, and other dangers. Part of the trilogy that includes Jackaroo and On Fortune's Wheel. Many of these titles are available in paperback. 

