Children's Books for Holiday Gifts

This list of children’s books was compiled by Leda Schubert, library-media consultant for the Vermont Department of Education. These books are some of the best published in 2000. Bookstores are usually happy to order titles not in stock. Names followed by * are Vermonters. For additional titles, see your librarian or bookseller. 

Preschool to Kindergarten 
Hort, Lenny. THE SEALS ON THE BUS. Illus. by G. Brian Karas. Holt, $15.95. A raucous version of “The Wheels on the Bus,” complete with seals, tigers, rabbits, and monkeys.

Lester, Mike. A IS FOR SALAD. Putnam & Grosset, $9.99. A fractured alphabet book in which each letter is presented in an unusual way. 

Sis, Peter. DINOSAUR. Greenwillow, $14.95. While taking a bath, a young boy is joined by all sorts of dinosaurs. e Stojic, Manya. RAIN. Crown, $15.95. The animals of an African savanna use their senses to predict and then enjoy the rain. 

Whatly, Bruce. LITTLE WHITE DUCK. Illus. by Joan Paley. Little, Brown, $13.95. A favorite song in picture book format. 

Picture Books for Grades K-4 
Casanova, Mary, reteller. THE HUNTER. Illus. by Ed Young. Atheneum, $16.95. After learning to understand the language of animals, Hai Li Bu, the hunter, sacrifices himself to save his village. 

Cole, Brock. BUTTONS. FSG, $16.00. When their father eats so much that he pops the buttons off his britches, each of his three daughters tries a different plan to find replacements. 

Cronin, Doreen. CLICK CLACK MOO: COWS THAT TYPE. Illus. by Betsy Lewin. S&S, $15.00. When Farmer Brown’s cows find a typewriter, they start making demands, and go on strike when the farmer refuses to give them what they want. 

Falconer, Ian. OLIVIA. Atheneum. $16.00. Whether at home getting ready for the day, enjoying the beach, or at bedtime, Olivia is a feisty pig who has too much energy for her own good. 

Graham, Bob. MAX. Candlewick, $15.99. Max, the young son of superheroes, is a late bloomer when it comes to flying, until he is inspired by the plight of a falling baby bird. 

Haas, Jessie.* HURRY! Illus. by Jos. A. Smith. Greenwillow, $15.95. Nora helps her grandparents get the hay in before a rainstorm ruins the crop. 

St. George, Judith. SO YOU WANT TO BE PRESIDENT? Illus. By David Small. Philomel. Presents an assortment of informative and witty facts about the qualifications and characteristics of U. S. presidents. 

For Young Readers 
Avi. ERETH’S BIRTHDAY. HarperCollins, $15.95. Feeling neglected on his birthday, Ereth, the cantankerous old porcupine, sets out looking for his favorite treat and instead finds himself acting as ‘mother’ to three young fox kits. Continues the Dimwood Forest tales. 

Cushman, Doug. INSPECTOR HOPPER. HarperCollins, $14.89. Inspector Hopper, a grasshopper, and McBugg, a beetle, solve mysteries together in this beginning reader. 

De Paola, Tomie. HERE WE ALL ARE. Putnam, $13.99. A favorite children’s writer and illustrator continues the story of his childhood. A sequel to 26 FAIRMOUNT AVENUE. 

Miller, Sara Swan. THREE MORE STORIES YOU CAN READ TO YOUR DOG. Houghton, $14.00. Stories addressed to dogs and written from a dog’s point of view, about going to the vet, making friends with a rocklike creature, and getting a bath. 

Thomas, Shelly Moore. GOOD NIGHT, GOOD KNIGHT. Dutton, $13.99. In this beginning reader, a good knight finds three little dragons who can’t sleep and helps them go to bed. 

For Middle Grade Readers 

Creech, Sharon. THE WANDERER. HarperCollins, $15.89. Thirteen-year-old Sophie and her cousin Cody record their transatlantic crossing on the sailboat Wanderer in this lovely story about inward and outward journeys. 

DiCamillo, Kate. BECAUSE OF WINN DIXIE. Candlewick, $15.99. Ten-year-old India Opal Buloni describes her first summer in the town of Naomi, Florida, and all the good things that happen to her because of her big, ugly dog, Winn Dixie.

Glover, Savion and Bruce Weber. SAVION: MY LIFE IN TAP. Morrow, $19.95. Examines the life and career of the young tap dancer who speaks with his feet and choreographed the Broadway hit “Bring in ‘Da Noise, Bring in ‘Da Funk.” 

Hesse, Karen.* STOWAWAY. S&S, $17.95. A fictionalized journal relates the experiences of eleven-year-old Nicholas Young, a stowaway from 1768 to 1771 aboard the Endeavour, which sailed around the world under Captain James Cook. 

Krull, Kathleen. LIVES OF EXTRAORDINARY WOMEN: RULERS, REBELS, AND WHAT THE NEIGHBORS THOUGHT. Harcourt, $20.00. Profiles some of the most influential women in history, including Cleopatra, Marie Antoinette, and Harriet Tubman, and tells what they were really like in short, entertaining chapters. 

Marcus, Leonard. AUTHOR TALK. S&S, $22.00. Fascinating interviews with 15 well-known children’s writers, including Lois Lowry, Gary Paulsen, and Judy Blume. Photos, too. 

For Grades 7 up 
Aronson, Marc. SIR WALTER RALEGH AND THE QUEST FOR EL DORADO. Clarion, $20.00. An exemplary biography which explores the life and times of Sir Walter Ralegh. 

Howe, Norma. BLUE AVENGER CRACKS THE CODE. Holt, $17.00. In his new identity as Blue Avenger, sixteen-year-old David visits Venice, Italy, and continues to pursue various crusades, including trying to solve the mystery of who really wrote Shakespeare’s works. 

Macaulay, David. BUILDING BIG. Houghton, $30.00. A companion volume to the recent PBS series, focusing on some of the largest constructions in the world. 

Pullman, Philip. THE AMBER SPYGLASS. Knopf, $19.95. The stunning and provocative conclusion to HIS DARK MATERIALS. 

Staples, Suzanne Fisher. SHIVA’S FIRE. FSG, $17.00. In India, a talented young dancer sacrifices friends and family for her art. 

White, Ruth. MEMORIES OF SUMMER. FSG, $16.00. In 1955, thirteen-year-old Lyric finds her whole life changing when her family moves from the hills of Virginia to a town in Michigan, and her older sister begins descending into mental illness. 

For Family Sharing 

Azarian, Mary.* A GARDENER’S ALPHABET. Houghton, $16.00. An alphabet book featuring words associated with gardening. Guess what “Z” is for? 

Farjeon, Eleanor. ELSIE PIDDOCK SKIPS IN HER SLEEP. Illustrated by Charlotte Voake. Candlewick, $16.99. A picture book version of an unforgettable classic story about Elsie Piddock, a born skipper. 

George, Jean. HOW TO TALK TO YOUR DOG. HarperCollins, $9.89. Describes how dogs communicate with people through their behavior and sounds and explains how to talk back to them using sounds, behavior, and body language. Also available: HOW TO TALK TO YOUR CAT. 

Hopkins, Lee Bennett, selector. MY AMERICA: A POETRY ATLAS OF THE UNITED STATES. S&S, $19.95. A collection of poems evocative of the seven geographical regions of the United States. 

Baum, L. Frank. THE WONDERFUL WIZARD OF OZ: A COMMEMORATIVE POP-UP. Illustrated by Robert Sabuda. A hundredth anniversary pop-up with extraordinary design. 

Steig, William. CDB! S&S, $16.00. A classic reissued, in which letters and numbers create the sounds of words and sentences. Fun to read aloud.

