Children’s Books for Holiday Gifts 1999 
This list of children’s books was compiled by Leda Schubert, library-media consultant for the Vermont Department of Education. These books are some of the best published in 1999. 
Bookstores are usually happy to order titles not in stock. Names followed by * are Vermonters. 

Preschool to Kindergarten Picture Books 

· Feiffer, Jules. BARK, GEORGE. Harper Collins. George is a puppy and his mother is concerned when his bark doesn’t sound quite right. Hilarious line drawings by a master bring this story to vivid life. 

· Frazee, Marla. HUSH, LITTLE BABY: A FOLK SONG WITH PICTURES. Harcourt. Frazee sets the traditional lullaby in the Appalachian Mountains. 

· Hest, Amy. OFF TO SCHOOL, BABY DUCK! Illus. by Jill Barton. Candlewick. Baby Duck has the jitters on the first day of school, but with a little help from Grampa, everything turns out all right. 

· Sis, Peter. TRUCKS TRUCKS TRUCKS. Greenwillow. A little boy cleans up his room using a variety of trucks. 

· Stevenson, James. DON’T MAKE ME LAUGH. FSG. Readers are requested not to laugh or do anything to influence the behavior of various animal characters in this “interactive,” very funny book. 

Picture Books for Grades K-4 

· Christelow, Eileen.* WHAT DO ILLUSTRATORS DO? Clarion. Two fictional illustrators take the reader through all the steps involved in creating a picture book. 

· Cowley, Joy. RED-EYED TREE FROG. Photos by Nic Bishop. Scholastic. Watch a red-eyed tree frog as it searches for food and avoids becoming food itself. 

· Hesse, Karen.* COME ON, RAIN! Scholastic. Illus. by Jon J. Muth. A young girl eagerly awaits a coming rainstorm to bring relief from the oppressive summer heat. 

· Fleischman, Paul. WESLANDIA. Candlewick. Illus. by Kevin Hawkes. Wesley’s garden produces a crop of huge, strange plants which provide him with clothing, shelter, food and drink, thus helping him create his own civilization and changing his life.

· Marcellino, Fred. I, CROCODILE. HarperCollins. A crocodile is captured by Napoleon and brought to Paris in this witty tale. 

· Wiesner, David. SECTOR 7. Clarion. While on a school trip to the Empire State Building, a boy is taken by a friendly cloud to visit Sector 7, where he discovers how clouds are shaped. An almost wordless book. 

For New Readers 

· Baker, Barbara. ONE SATURDAY AFTERNOON. Illus. by Kate Duke. Dutton. Members of a bear family have a busy day baking bread, making pictures, eating crayons, and eating the bread. 

· DePaola, Tomie. TWENTY-SIX FAIRMOUNT AVENUE. Putnam. Tomie dePaola describes some events from his childhood in this easy chapter book. 

· Rylant, Cynthia. POPPLETON IN FALL. Illus. by Mark Teague. Blue Sky/Scholastic. Three stories feature the endearing Poppleton the pig and his good friend Cherry Sue. 

· Stevenson, James. MUD FLAT SPRING. Greenwillow. The animals of Mud Flat celebrate the coming of spring in their own ways. 

For Middle Grades 

· Bridges, Ruby. THROUGH MY EYES. Scholastic. In this extremely moving story, Ruby Bridges recounts the story of her involvement as a six-year-old in the integration of an elementary school in New Orleans in 1960. 

· Cooper, Susan. KING OF SHADOWS. McElderry. While in London as part of an acting company preparing to perform in a replica of the Globe theater, Nat Field finds himself transported back to 1599, performing in the original Globe under the tutelage of Shakespeare himself. 

· Ehrlich, Amy.* WHEN I WAS YOUR AGE, V. II. Candlewick. Ten original autobiographical stories about growing up from award-winning writers for young people. 

· Erdrich, Louise. THE BIRCHBARK HOUSE. Hyperion. Omakayas, a young girl of the Ojibway tribe, lives through the joys of summer and the perils of winter on an island in Lake Superior in 1847. 

· Haas, Jessie.* UNBROKEN. Greenwillow. Following her mother’s death in the early 1900s, 13-year-old Harry lives on Aunt Sarah’s farm, where an accident with her spirited colt leaves her a changed young woman. 

· Henkes, Kevin. THE BIRTHDAY ROOM. Greenwillow. When 12-year-old Ben visits his uncle in Oregon, he feels caught in the strained relationship between his mother and her brother, and he begins to accept himself as an artist. 

· Holt, Kimberly Willis. WHEN ZACHARY BEAVER CAME TO TOWN. Holt. During the summer of 1971 in a small Texas town, 13-year-old Toby and his best friend meet the star of a sideshow act—Zachary, the fattest boy in the world. 

· Paterson, Katherine.* PREACHER’S BOY. Clarion. In 1899, 10-year-old Robbie, son of a preacher in a small Vermont town, gets himself into all kinds of trouble when he decides to give up being Christian in order to make the most of his life before the end of the world. 

· Perkins, Lynne Rae. ALL ALONE IN THE UNIVERSE. Greenwillow. Debbie is dismayed when her best friend Maureen starts spending time with ordinary, boring Glenna. 

· Swinburne, Stephen.* ONCE A WOLF: HOW WILDLIFE BIOLOGISTS FOUGHT TO BRING BACK THE GRAY WOLF. HMCo. A look at the history of the troubled relationship between wolves and humans and the conservation movement’s efforts to restore wolves to the wild.

For Grade 6 up

· Billingsley, Franny. THE FOLK KEEPER. Atheneum. Orphan Corinna disguises herself as a boy to be a Folk Keeper, one who keeps the evil Folk at bay, and discovers her heritage as a seal maiden in this rich fantasy. 

· Howe, Norma. ADVENTURES OF BLUE AVENGER: A NOVEL. Holt. On his sixteenth birthday, still trying to cope with the unexpected death of his father, David Schumacher decides to change his name to Blue Avenger, hoping to find a way to make a difference in his neighborhood and the world. Funny, philosophical, and ingenious. 

· Schmidt, Gary D. ANSON’S WAY. Clarion. While serving as a British Fencible to maintain the peace in Ireland, Anson finds his sympathy for a hedge master places him in conflict with the laws of King George II. 

· Young, Karen. THE BEETLE AND ME: A LOVE STORY. Greenwillow. Surrounded by her busy extended family and their many cars, 15-year-old Daisy pursues her goal of single-handedly restoring the car of her dreams, her father’s old purple VW bug. 

For Family Sharing

· Carroll, Lewis. ALICE’S ADVENTURES IN WONDERLAND. Illustrated by Helen Oxenbury. Candlewick. A brilliant, newly-illustrated version of the classic story. 

· Fisher, Dorothy Canfield.* UNDERSTOOD BETSY. Holt. A reissue, newly illustrated, of the much-loved story in which 9-year-old Elizabeth Ann discovers her own abilities when she goes to live with relatives on a Vermont farm. 

· Lester, Julius, reteller. UNCLE REMUS: THE COMPLETE TALES. Illustrated by Jerry Pinkney. Phyllis Fogelman Books. A reissue in one volume of all the tales of Uncle Remus, retold by a true storyteller. 

· Nesbit, E. FIVE CHILDREN AND IT. Books of Wonder/Morrow. A new edition of a classic in which 4 siblings discover a magic psammead and embark on many adventures. 

· Opie, Iona. HERE COMES MOTHER GOOSE! Illus. by Rosemary Wells. Candlewick. More than 60 traditional nursery rhymes are gloriously illustrated in this companion volume to My Very First Mother Goose. 

· And, of course, all three of J.K. Rowling’s HARRY POTTER books (Scholastic), for just about everyone! 

