Children's Books for Holiday Gifts, 1998 
These books are some of the most outstanding published in 1998, which has been a great year for children's books! Bookstores are usually happy to order titles not in stock. Names followed by * are Vermonters. 
Preschool Picture Books 
· Fleming, Denise. MAMA CAT HAS THREE KITTENS. Holt. While two kittens copy everything their mother does, Boris, the third, goes his own way. 

· Simmons, Jane. COME ALONG, DAISY! Little. Daisy the duckling becomes so engrossed in playing with dragonflies and lily pads that she temporarily loses her mother. 

· Sis, Peter. FIRE TRUCK. Greenwillow. Matt, who loves fire trucks, wakes up one morning to find he has become a fire truck, and plays until it's time for breakfast. 

· Steig, William. PETE'S A PIZZA. HarperCollins. When Pete's in a bad mood, his parents playfully turn him into a pizza. 

Picture Books for Grades K-4 
· Bodkin, Odds. THE CRANE WIFE. Illus. by Gennady Spirin. Gulliver/Harcourt. A retelling of the traditional Japanese tale about a poor sail maker who gains a beautiful but mysterious wife skilled at weaving magical sails. 

· Graff, Nancy Price.* IN THE HUSH OF THE EVENING. Illus. by G. Brian Karas. HarperCollins. A boy witnesses the gentle arrival of night with its symphony of sounds. 

· Jones, Bill T. and Susan Kuklin. DANCE. Hyperion. Basic concepts of dance are introduced through a poetic text and stunning photographs. 

· Martin, Jacqueline Briggs. SNOWFLAKE BENTLEY. Illus. by Mary Azarian.* Houghton. A biography of the Vermont self-taught scientist who photographed thousands of individual snowflakes in order to study their unique formations. 

· Martin, David.* FIVE LITTLE PIGGIES. Illus. by Susan Meddaugh. Candlewick. The lines of a familiar nursery rhyme are expanded into stories about the activities of a family of pigs. 

· Rankin, Joan. WOW! IT'S GREAT BEING A DUCK. McElderry. A newly hatched duckling, wearing a piece of eggshell on her head, fails to recognize a fox until it's almost too late. 

· Rathmann, Peggy. TEN MINUTES TILL BEDTIME. Putnam. A boy's hamster leads an increasingly large group of hamsters on a tour of the boy's house, while his father counts down the minutes to bedtime. Hilarious and brilliant. 

For New Readers 
· Little, Jean. EMMA’S MAGIC WINTER. HarperCollins. With the help of her new friend who has magic boots just like her own, Emma overcomes her shyness. 

· Mills, Claudia. GUS AND GRANDPA RIDE THE TRAIN. Farrar. Gus waves at the train near his grandfather's house, sets up a toy train, and eventually gets to ride on the train with his grandfather. 

· Rylant, Cynthia. MR. PUTTER AND TABBY TAKE THE TRAIN. Harcourt. After a small setback, Mr. Putter and his companions enjoy the best train ride of their lives. 

For Middle Grades 
· Cameron, Ann. THE SECRET LIFE OF AMANDA K. WOODS. Foster/Farrar. Living in a rural community in Wisconsin during the 1950s, 11-year-old Amanda gradually and painfully learns a lot about herself, her parents, and her older sister. 

· Fletcher, Susan. SHADOW SPINNER. Atheneum. When 13-year-old Marjan joins the sultan's harem in ancient Persia, she gathers for Shahrazad the stories which will save the queen's life. 

· Haas, Jessie.* FIRE! MY PARENTS’ STORY. Greenwillow. In this true story, Haas describes a nighttime fire in her parents' house in Vermont in 1948. 

· Hesse, Karen.* JUST JUICE. Scholastic. Realizing that her father's lack of work has endangered her family, nine-year-old Juice decides that she must learn to read in order to help her family. 

· Rowling, J.K. HARRY POTTER AND THE SORCERER'S STONE. Scholastic. Rescued from the outrageous neglect of his aunt and uncle, a young boy with a great destiny proves his worth while attending Hogwarts School of Witchcraft and Wizardry. 

· Woolf, Virginia Euwer. BAT SIX. Scholastic. In post World War II Oregon, twenty-one sixth grade girls recount the story of an annual softball game, during which one girl's bigotry comes to the surface. 

For Grade 6 Up 
· Bauer, Joan. RULES OF THE ROAD. Putnam. Sixteen-year-old Jenna gets a job driving the elderly owner of a chain of successful shoe stores from Chicago to Texas. Along the way Jenna hones her talents as a saleswoman and finds the strength to face her alcoholic father. 

· Fleischman, Paul. WHIRLIGIG. Holt. Brent, who kills a girl while driving drunk, must construct a whirligig in each of the four corners of the U.S. The project forever changes the lives of Brent and others. 

· Greenberg, Jan and Sandra Jordan. CHUCK CLOSE: UP CLOSE. DKInk. A biography of the revisionist artist who achieved prominence in the late 1960s for enormous, photographically realistic portraits of himself and his friends. 

· Griffin, Adele. THE OTHER SHEPARDS. Hyperion. Holland and her younger sister Geneva, who have always lived under the shadow of siblings who died before they were born, struggle to establish separate identities and escape from the weight of their parents' grief. 

· Sachar, Louis. HOLES. Farrar. As further evidence of his family's bad fortune, which they attribute to a curse on a distant relative, Stanley Yelnats is sent to a correctional camp in the Texas desert. There he finds his first real friend, a treasure, and a new sense of himself. 

For All Ages 

· Guthrie, Woody. THIS LAND IS YOUR LAND. Illus. by Kathy Jakobsen. Little. Folk artist Jakobsen interprets the famous folk song and provides lots of information about Guthrie and his music. 

· Lindbergh, Reeve.* THE CIRCLE OF DAYS. Illus. by Cathie Felstead. Candlewick. A reworking of Saint Francis of Assisi's Canticle of the Sun; a praise for all creation. 

· Scieszcka, Jon and Lane Smith. SQUIDS WILL BE SQUIDS. Viking. Contemporary fables with tongue-in-cheek morals address such topics as homework, curfews, and television commercials. 

· Steiner, Joan. LOOK-ALIKES. Little. Steiner's stunningly original dioramas of found objects are witty and ingenious.

